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NEWSLETTER, SEPTEMBER 2013 

CJ PUPILS FIRST PRIMARY GROUP TO 

VISIT HMS NORTHUMBERLAND 

On Wednesday 11 September, a group of             

pupils from Years 5 and 6 had the                

privilege of being the first group of primary 

age school pupils ever to visit the                              

distinguished Royal Navy frigate, HMS 

Northumberland.  The ship was berthed in 

the West India Docks for the DSEI                     

exhibition at the ExCeL Centre. 

Pupils were given a talk and tour of the ship 

from a naval sailor, experienced working life 

in the operations room and viewed the                        

living spaces/environments for the crew 

aboard the ship.  Pupils were particularly           

interested to see the female soldier’s mess 

(the social is ing          

area of the ship).   

What an amazing            

opportunity! 

MESSAGE FROM THE HEADTEACHER… 

Welcome back to all our 

pupils, parents/carers and 

staff; I hope you have all 

settled back into the 

school routine. 

A s  p r e v i o u s l y                  

announced, for the coming 

terms I am also Interim 

Headteacher at Ben Jonson Primary School, 

Tower Hamlets.  This term I will be at CJ for 

the equivalent of two days: Tuesday all day 

and alternate mornings and afternoons on 

Mondays and Fridays.  Please do not hesitate 

to make an appointment to see me if you have 

any suggestions, comments or queries.  As  

always, I have an open door policy and                   

endeavour to meet or call back parents/

carers on the same day as a request. 

Alternatively, your child's class teacher, the 

Deputy Heads (Kelly Shaw and Shoshannah 

Thompson) the management team (Amy Craig, 

Jesslyn Holman and Nichola Ahmed), the              

office staff and support staff will help you, 

as they have always done.  

However, looking to the year ahead, the whole 

school team is keen to work in partnership 

with parents/carers to raise academic                   

achievements and standards.   We have a 

huge range of exciting events and                   

opportunities planned and it is greatly hoped 

that all parents/carers will continue to       

engage and support the school.   

With kind regards,  
 

 

Tahseen (6PLA) 
demonstrating 
how the ship is 
steered -               
without a wheel! 

 

ATTENDANCE 
WATCH 

95.8% 
 Could be     better! 



Catriona Woodward 
Newly Qualified 

Teacher, Nursery  

Davina Wright 
Cover Teacher 

Daisy Bentley 
Teaching                    

Assistant 

NEW STAFF 

We are delighted to welcome all new                   

members of staff to the Cyril Jackson team.  

Please do not hesitate to introduce yourself 

and welcome them to our school community... 

 

 

 

NEWS & KEY DATES 

 

Bibi Fazila-Nujeebun 
French Teacher 

Finella Bernal 
Newly Qualified 

Teacher, Year 4 

Rayhan Islam 
Teaching                    

Assistant 

Shân Hardy 
Nursery Teacher 

Monika Kabat 
Resource Manager 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

AUTUMN 2013 

4 October  Harvest Festival assembly 

9 October  Parent/carer Read Write  
   Inc.  Workshop 

15 October Eid-al-Adha - school closed 

16 October  Eid celebrations                      

   (school open) 

23 October Black History Month                           

   Celebration 

w/b 28 Oct’ber Half term 

13 November Parent/Carer Reading           

   Workshop 

14 November Individual pupil photographs 

11 December Parents’/carers’ evening 

17 December FS Christmas performance 

18 December KS1 Christmas performance 

19 December KS2 Christmas performance 

20 December Class Christmas parties 

EID CELEBRATIONS                     
& EVENTS                      

WEDNESDAY                         

16 OCTOBER 

We have another packed 

day of events to celebrate                   

Eid-al-Adha this year!                

Highlights include: 

 Non uniform day  

 Eid celebration assembly, 9:30 am, SB hall 

 Invite a parent/carer for Eid lunch (spaces 

limited - first come, first served) 

 Class Eid parties during the afternoon 

(pupils only).  Please send food in for pupils 

to share. 

 



YEAR 6 RESIDENTIAL TO ARETHUSA 

In preparation for the                    

academic challenges children 

face in Year 6, the year 

group went to Arethusa  

Venture Centre in Kent this 

month.   

They had the most terrific 

time and  everyone pushed 

themselves to the absolute 

limit! They conquered their 

f e a r s ,  e m b r a c e d                            

r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s 

and supported each other 

brilliantly to achieve the                                       

unimaginable.   

Everyone returned to school 

contented and proud to know 

they had done their very 

best to prepare for the year 

ahead! 

VISIT THE TOWER OF 

LONDON FOR £1 

Did you know that Tower 

Hamlets residents can visit 

t h e  h i s t o r i c  l o c a l              

attraction, the Tower of 

London, for just £1 per   

person?  So, based on two adults and three 

children, that is a massive saving of over £50! 

To take advantage of this special offer, all 

you need to do is show your Idea Store or 

Tower Hamlets Leisure Services card and 

proof of name and address at the Tower of 

London ticket offices on Tower Hill.  Then 

you can explore all the delights the Tower of 

London has to offer!  A great opportunity if 

you happen to be  studying The Tudors this 

year (nudge, nudge, Year 4!).                    

For more information, see: 

www.hrp.org.uk/TowerofLondon/
educationandcommunity/

Towercommunity/TowerHamlets 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RECENT TRIPS & INFORMATION 

YEAR 2 TO RAGGED SCHOOL MUSEUM 

Year 2 travelled back in time on                        

24 September to experience life as Victorian 

school children!  During their visit to the 

1870s at Dr Barnardo’s school, pupils sat at 

wooden desks in rows, practised their                    

handwriting using slate boards and chalk and 

discovered how the strict teacher                 

maintained good behaviour among pupils!  

What a day to remember! 

 
 



ATTENDANCE & PUNCTUALITY                 

REMINDER 

We remind parents/carers of the importance 

of continuing to ensure children arrive at 

school every day and on time.  The staggered 

North Building/South Building is aimed to           

assist you with making mornings run more 

smoothly. As always, attendance and          

punctuality will continue to be 

closely monitored.   

If you have any questions, 

please speak to a staff 

member. 

INFORMATION 

UNIFORM AND               

PE KIT REMINDER 

Please ensure your 

child is wearing the           

correct items of 

school uniform at all 

times, including the 

PE kit uniform 

(be low )  dur ing 

sporting activities.   

 

For a complete list of uniform requirements 

see:  

www.cyriljackson.towerhamlets.sch.uk/
parents/uniform 

Items of uniform (not PE kit) can be          

purchased from the North Building office. 

GOVERNOR FOCUS                 
 

Every month we interview 

a school governor to  

learn what motivates 

them to lead our school.  

This month we focus               

on Dorie Lung-Jacobs,                 

Parent Governor.  

How long have you been a Governor? 

I have been a Governor at Cyril Jackson School 
for three years. 
 

What does your role involve? 

I am always keen to hear the views of parents/
carers and my key role as parent governor is to 
pass on these views to school.  I am involved in the 
termly Health and Safety checks, am part of the 
staff recruitment panel and am the link Governor 
for the Foundation stage and PSHE - so CJ keeps 
me busy!  The Governing Body is rather like a 
guardian which ensures the children are well 
looked after.   
 

What motivates you to be a Governor? 

CJ is such a good school.  The staff put their 
hearts and souls into their work, which I find very 
touching, and it is this which inspires me to be 
part of the team; to support the excellent work 
being undertaken. 
 

Name a strength/something you like about CJ? 

There is such a friendly atmosphere here, staff 
are very good at listening to parent/carer         
concerns and are always keen to find a solution.  
 

What did your school report say? 

When I was in Year 9, I was told that I should 
practise more in PE!  I have never been keen on 
exercise and still never do.  However, despite this, 
I miraculously won a few gold medals! 

  

Dorie  
Lung-Jacobs 
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