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                NEWSLETTER, MAY 2017 

STAND UP FOR 
EDUCATION 

You have probably  

seen news stories 

about the funding 

cuts to schools. 

This is having a   

major impact on all 

schools, especially 

in Tower Hamlets. 

So far at Cyril 

Jackson we have 

had to cut trip 

subsidies, external sport provision, drumming 

sessions and support staff (not replacing 

when staff leave). This is amongst other cuts! 

The cuts are not fair and we want to make a 

stand for our children. At Cyril Jackson we 

are doing our part and a letter from Mrs 

Kemp to our local MP, Jim Fitzpatrick, about 

the cuts was sent to the Department for   

Education on our behalf and mentioned in  

parliament. We are holding a parents’ meeting 

to explain the funding cuts and what they 

mean. Please come along to the meeting on: - 

Friday 19 May, 3pm in the South Building Hall.   

We also want to encourage all of you to      

attend the 'Stand Up For Schools Say No 

To Education Cuts' event on 24 May 2017, 

see flyer above. This will be from 4.30pm, 

Mile End Park, by the Ragged School Museum. 

Cyril Jackson staff will be attending. We 

urge you to please come and support both 

events to make a unified stand against these 

cuts. The future of our children depends on 

it!  

 
 

SECONDMENT TO UST 

I recently sent a letter out to 

inform you all that I have agreed 

to a secondment to the University 

Schools Trust (UST) as their   

Director of Education (Interim). The Trust 

oversees the work of St. Paul’s Way         

Secondary School, Royal Greenwich Trust 

School and St. Paul’s Way Foundation School 

(primary). I am now at Cyril Jackson on a 

Monday, Thursday and Friday only. This is a 

great opportunity for shared experiences. In 

my absence, deputy heads, Helen Taylor,    

Sarah Cobb and Hodo Dirir will be on hand to 

deal with any queries.  

100% ATTENDANCE COMPETITION 

Our first ever attendance 

competition was won by  

Imran, Year 1. He won a 

family photography shoot 

that was donated to us. To 

help encourage improved 

attendance we are running 

another competition for all children who 

achieve 100% attendance between Monday 15 

May up to Friday 7 July inclusive. Good luck 

everyone! The prize will be announced soon.  

 WELL DONE YEAR 6 

It’s time to keep calm as the Year 

6 SATS are over! Well done to  

the teachers, support staff and 

especially the Year 6 children for 

working so hard throughout the 

year. Thank you parents and carers 

for your support also. It’s time for 

a well earned treat! ATTENDANCE 
WATCH 

94.4% 
 We can do better! 
 



PARENT GOVERNOR VACANCY 

Governors are people who have 

an interest in the role of schools 

in the community and want to 

make a positive contribution to 

their success. We still have one 

Parent Governor vacancy. If 

you are interested, make an    

appointment to meet with Gillian Kemp, or 

speak to the office to be put in touch with a 

current parent governor to discuss the role. 

Come and make a positive impact at CJ!                    

STAFF NEWS 

We have welcome, congratulations and good 

luck wishes to some staff members. 

We welcome our new Deputy Head 

Hodo Dirir to Cyril Jackson who 

joined us after Easter. I am sure 

you have seen her at the gates. 

Please welcome her to the Cyril 

Jackson family. 

A big congratulations to 

Ms Fuzia from the office 

who got married over the 

Easter holiday and Ms 

G r o o m e ,  R e c e p t i o n   

teacher, whose wedding was 

over the bank holiday weekend.  

Ms Mahfouz, Year 

2 teacher and 

Helen Taylor our Deputy 

Head will be going on    

maternity leave at the 

half term break. We wish them both well and 

await good news. 

SCHOOL CLOSURES 

The school will be closed on the below dates:- 

 22 May 2017 - Inset Day 

 8 June 2017 - Polling Day 

 26 June 2017 - Eid 

NEWS & INFORMATION 

 

SECOND KINDNESS CUP WINNER 

Our Place2Be Kindness Cup has been awarded 

to our second winner 

Leo, Year 4. He was 

nominated for “being 

empathetic when he 

n o t i c e s  o t h e r      

children who may be 

feeling unhappy or a 

little down in the 

dumps. He is supportive and considerate to 

his classmates and adults alike”.  Ms Hardy. 

STONEHENGE & AVEBURY DISCOVERY 

On Saturday 6 May, G&T children headed to 

the historic Stonehenge and Avebury sites 

for a day of discovery. They learned about 

the history of Stonehenge and saw how    

people lived in the stone age. Then onto the 

prehistoric monuments of Avebury where 

they had fun on a walking trail and visited the 

ancient stones. It 

was a lovely day   

enjoyed by all. 



NURSERY OCCUPATIONS DAY 

On Friday 5 May, Nursery children came to 

school dressed up in their chosen occupation. 

It was a chance for children to think about 

jobs that they have an interest in or          

occupations that their family members have. 

Nursery staff were overwhelmed with the 

effort put in by the 

children. 

Can you 

g u e s s  

what the 

job roles 

are? 

YEAR 3 AT KEW GARDENS 

As part of Year 3’s topic, Plants and Growing, 

they visited Kew Gardens to enhance their 

learning. They explored 

leaves in the tropical 

glass house, went up high 

in to the treetops and 

enjoyed a nature walk.  

SCHOOL TRIP CONTRIBUTIONS 

Further to the funding cuts facing schools we 

are in a position where we can no longer    

subsidise trips like before. This means when 

we ask for a voluntary contribution, we really 

need parents to pay the full cost, as far as is 

possible, so children can get the best learning 

experiences, otherwise the trips will have to 

be cancelled as there will not be enough   

money to cover costs. All trips are at a    

fraction of the price compared to if you were 

going independently. We have cancelled a few 

trips this year and just wanted to let 

you know the situation going forward. 

If you can pay, please do.  Thank you. 

 

TRIPS 

YEAR 4’S WAGAMAMA EXPERIENCE 

Year 4 went to Wagamama Canary Wharf on  

25 April for a healthy eating workshop. They 

discovered the secrets behind the flavours 

that Wagamama use, got an insight into the 

daily operations of the restaurant's front and 

back of house teams and then made their own 

juices, and even prepared their own noodle 

lunch. It was a tasty, enjoyable trip! 



man 

door 

HOW MANY WORDS?                
See how many words you can make out of: 

 

ACTIVITIES & INFORMATION 

PHILOSOPHY FOR CHILDREN 

Philosophy For Children is an initiative         

designed to get children asking critical      

questions and reflecting on current events. This 

month’s question for you to discuss with your 

family at home is: - 

What does the word 

‘FRIENDSHIP’ mean to you? 

SUMMER FAIR 

We are beginning to plan for our annual 

Summer Fair which will be held on 14 July. 

This year we are continuing to raise funds 

for improved playgrounds and we need 

your help to donate items for our raffle, 

tombola and bric-a-brac stalls.  

 Any new or unused gifts / items.  

 Do you have a business or know   

someone who does who could donate a   

product, voucher or  service? 

Please drop off any donations to Debbie 

and Vicky in the offices. Thank you for 

your support. 

SUMMER 2 - SIGN UP NOW! 

For Summer 2, most clubs will 

remain the same. If your child 

is in a club now, they will  

continue unless you want to 

change. We are replacing Puzzle & Origami 

club with Athletics and adding Bingo to our 

Board games and Chess club. Join over 100 

other children who are enjoying clubs. Sign-up 

by Wednesday 17 May.  

word!  

MAGIC BREAKFAST 

Did you know that breakfast is 

the most important meal of the 

day? Well at CJ we are supported by a charity 

called Magic Breakfast who provide bagels, 

cereal and juice so we can offer children a  

nutritious start to the day in our paid-for 

club. We will soon start giving bagels every 

morning at the gates as an extra pick-me-up 

to give every child a little extra energy to 

start the school day and be ready to learn. 

Our aim is that no child is hungry. Spread the 

who 
roads 

DATES TO REMEMBER 
17 May FS & KS1 Parent E-safety Workshop 

17 May  Parent Phonics Screening Workshop 

19 May  KS2 Parent E-safety Workshop 

22 May  Inset Day (School closed) 

23 May  SRE Parent Meeting - Year 3 & 4 

23 May Reception Parent Topic Workshop 

24 May Nursery Parent Topic Workshop 

24 May SRE Parent Meeting - Year 1 & 2 

25 May  SRE Parent Meeting - Year 5 & 6 

26 May Last day of term 

29 May - 2 June 2017 - Summer Half Term 

5 June Children return to school  

5 June KS2 Sports Day -This has changed from the 

original date of 8 June due to Polling day announcement). 

7 June Foundation Stage Sports Day 

8 June Polling Day (School closed) 

9 June KS1 Sports Day 

23 June  Class photo Day 

26 June Eid (School closed) 

11 July  Parents Evening 

14 July  Summer Fair  

19 July  Year 6 Leavers Show 

21 July  Last day of term 

 


