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NEWSLETTER, APR/MAY 2014
GILLIAN KEMP
TO CONTINUE AS
INTERIM EXECUTIVE
HEADTEACHER FOR
A SECOND YEAR

COMPUTER PROGRAMMING:
PRIMO & PRACTICE MAKES PERFECT!

We are pleased to advise
that Gillian Kemp, our
Headteacher, has agreed
to continue as the
Interim Executive Headteacher at nearby
Ben Jonson Primary School for a second year.
The Governing Body at Ben Jonson has been
unsuccessful with appointing a new
Headteacher to replace Mrs Kemp during two
recent recruitment drives. They are being
very particular about who to recruit Mrs Kemp is a hard act to follow and their
expectations are now very high! This is, of
course, a ringing endorsement of the
excellent work and outcomes Mrs Kemp has
achieved and continues to achieve at both
schools.
This term Mrs Kemp will be at CJ for the
equivalent of two days: Tuesday all day and
alternate mornings and afternoons on
Mondays and Fridays. Please do not hesitate
to make an appointment to see her if you have
any suggestions, comments or queries.
She has an open door policy and endeavours
to meet or call back parents/carers on the
same day as a request. Alternatively, your
child's class teacher, the Deputy Heads
(Kelly Shaw and Shoshannah Thompson), the
management team (Amy Craig, Jesslyn
Holman, Sarah Cobb and Nichola Ahmed), the
office staff and support staff are available
to help as always.

AEN2 received a special visit from a
pioneering education company this month in
order for pupils to help test and evaluate a
new programming resource.
With the support of Filippo Yacob, a staff
member from the company, children had the
opportunity to try out Primo, a physical
programming interface that teaches
programming logic by controlling the
movements of an Arduino-powered robot
through the use of a programming board and
instruction blocks! Children placed each of
the colourful instruction blocks onto the
board in a set order to determine how Primo
moves, before pressing a red button to set
the robot in motion. By creating these simple
algorithms children learn the logical
foundations of programming, necessary for
more advanced coding later on in life.
Looking at their faces, pupils
certainly gave it the thumbs up.
What a great opportunity!
ATTENDA
NCE
WATCH

96.5%
Come on..
keep going!.

NEWS
MARBLE TREATS

YEAR 3 KICKBOXING

Two year groups have
received marble treats this
month - AEN2 went to the
cinema to see the film

Year 3 are turning their
hands, or perhaps it
should be feet, to
Kickboxing this term.

Mr Peabody and Sherman

and Year 1 had an afternoon
of fun at Mile End Park.
Marble treats are rewards for whole class
effort achieved by earning marbles.
Well done to Year 1 and AEN2 for their
excellent team work!

YEAR 6 SATs WEEK AND
SCHOOL ASSESSMENTS
We remind parents/carers and pupils that
May is the month of assessment. Our Year 6
pupils will be taking their SATs (tests) during
the week of 12-15 May and assessments for
Years 1–5 will take place the following week,
during 19-23 May.
Although important at all times, it is especially
vital during these periods that pupils get
sufficient sleep (go to bed at an appropriate
time) and come to school having eaten a good
nutritious breakfast.
Guidance on good sleeping habits, including
routines and suggested bedtimes, can be
found in our leaflet, Sleeping for Success.
This and other information leaflets can be
viewed on our website, at:

www.cyriljackson.towerhamlets.sch.uk/
parents/help-your-child-succeed
If you have any questions
or
queries
regarding
assessment week for your
child, please do not
hesitate to speak with
your child’s class teacher.

At
CJ,
we
are
committed to offering a
broad and varied PE
curriculum,
and
the
Japanese martial art of
Kickboxing is part of an array of exciting (and
strenuous!) activities offered to pupils.
And Year 3 will testify that it is certainly
harder than it looks!

YEAR 5 PUPILS
RAISE £203.05
On Friday 4 April
a group of Year 5
girls
organised
and ran a cake,
book and bric-abrac
stall
to
raise money for
playground
equipment.
Umaiya, Khadija,
Aniqa
and
Farhana
from
5MBA (with the support of Abie Aigbe and
Charlotte Series, our Student Social
Workers) set up and ran the stall to
tremendous success - raising just over £200!
The money raised will be spent on new
playground resources such as pogo sticks,
space hoppers and cricket equipment.
What a great success and all for a very good
cause...well done girls!

RECENT TRIPS & EVENTS
G&T TRIP TO
WILTON’S
MUSIC HALL

RECEPTION TO THE
DINOSAUR GALLERY AT THE
NATURAL HISTORY MUSEUM

As part of our
enhanced
G&T
curriculum,
a
group of pupils
from Years 3 to
6
watched
a
performance of

Father Nandru
and the Wolves

at Wilton's Music Hall, near Aldgate.
Wilton's is the world's oldest surviving Grand
Music Hall and is considered to be of
outstanding architectural and archaeological
significance. The production watched is based
on a true story from Romania where the
Ceaușescu regime laid plans for the
destruction of thousands of villages to
maximize land for agricultural production.
Wilton’s Music Hall has lived with the threat
of closure and collapse for many years and
this show resonated deeply with its own story.
It was also the last full production that
Wilton's will present for over a year as
building work will be taking place from May,
allowing a full repair of this historic site.
What a great opportunity for our pupils.

YEAR 3 PLANTING
POTATOES!
It’s that time of year
again and Year 3 are
planting
potatoes!
As part of their topic

Helping plants
grow well, pupils

will learn about
optimum growing conditions,
lifecycles and will monitor growth.

As part of their dinosaurs topic this half
term, Reception pupils visited the world
famous dinosaur gallery at the Natural
History Museum, South Kensington, on
Monday 31 March and Tuesday 1 April.
Whilst there, children came face-to-face
with a giant animatronic model of a
Tyrannosaurus Rex lurking in its swampy pit.
A ferocious treat which, we are sure, pupils
will remember for a long time to come.

YEAR 6 TO
THE LONDON
DUNGEON
Year
6
had
a
frightfully good time
on Tuesday 29 April
when
visiting
the
London Dungeon on
the South Bank!
In Literacy this half term, pupils are
completing work based on the horror genre,
and to help launch and enrich the unit, pupils
experienced the various gory and macabre
delights of this famous interactive actor-led
experience. By all accounts, it was a thrilling
visit!
For instant website
access, scan the QR code

INFORMATION
CELEBRATING BIRTHDAYS AT SCHOOL
At CJ we love celebrating birthdays, but are

mindful of ensuring all pupils are
treated equally. If you would like to mark
your child’s birthday at school, please limit
this to a tin of nut free
sweets for your child to
share with
all their
classmates.
We are unable to accept
cakes, party materials/food
o r
e x c e s s i v e
celebratory goods.

UNIFORM
REMINDER
We write to
remind
all
parents/carers
that
children
need to wear the correct uniform and PE
kit. Items with the school logo can be
bought from Debbie in the NB office and
non-logo items are widely available at
supermarkets and local high street shops.
Guidelines are listed at:

www.cyriljackson.towerhamlets.sch.uk/
parents/uniform

Any queries? Please speak to a staff
member.
INDUSTRIAL ACTION ON THE TUBE
There

is

a

planned tube strike from
9:00 pm on Monday 5 May until
the morning of Friday 9 May.
Ple as e ma ke al t er na tive
arrangements and plans, as
necessary.

DIARY DATES: SUMMER 2014
Mon 5 May

May Bank Holiday

12-15 May

Year 6 SATs week

19-23 May

Assessment week

Thurs 22 May

Polling & INSET day

26-30 May

Half term holiday

2-6 June

Healthy Schools Week

3 June

Years 5 & 6 SRE parent/carer
meeting

4 June

Key Stage 2 Sports Day

5 June

Years 3 & 4 SRE parent/carer
meeting

5 June

Key Stage 1 Sports Day

6 June

Years 1 & 2 SRE parent/carer
meeting

6 June

Nursery & Reception
Sports Day

16 June

Year 1 phonics screening

16-20 June

Maths Week

23-27 June

Year 6 Activities Week

25 June

Class photograph day

27 June

Summer Fair

30 June

Nursery Open Afternoons
begin

30 June-4 July

ICT Week

w/b 7 July

Last week of after school
clubs

8 July

Nursery to Reception transition
parent/carer meeting

10 July

Year 6 Leavers’ Show and party

11 July

End of year reports to
parents/carers

15 July

Reception to Year 1 transition
parent/carer meeting

16 July

Pupils to meet new teachers

16 July

Parent/Carers’ Evening
walkabout

22 July

Last day of term for pupils

23 July

INSET day

(school closed)

(school closed to pupils)

