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                NEWSLETTER, October 2020 

MESSAGE FROM THE HEADTEACHER 

Firstly, I would like to say how proud I am 
of  our pupils, staff and school community for 
the amazingly positive start we have had to 
the year.  

Thank you to all parents and carers for your 
support and cooperation in adhering to the 

new measures we have put in place. It is great to have 
all of our pupils back, and feel more like a school 
again and regain some form of normality. 

Since returning to school we have been delivering a 
rich, broad and balanced curriculum for all pupils. 
Teachers have assessed pupils starting points in light 
of partial closure in March, reviewed medium term 
planning to ensure pupils can catch up and keep up 
with the curriculum requirements.  

We are aware of the importance of supporting pupils 
wellbeing, and timetabled in sessions specifically to 
target pupils’ mental and emotional health since     
returning to school.  

This year we are focusing on ‘Learning to Learn’ 
through our six learning competencies. Through these 
competencies, we aim to develop pupils to become 
deep learners.   

 

Please do continue to read and enjoy 
books with your children. The 200 books to 
read before you leave CJ, is even more 
important now than ever before. It will    
support your child to develop a real love of 
reading and enjoy high quality books. Each 
year group has the challenge of reading 25 
books by the end of the year. These books 
are available to pupils in their class library 
and school    library, staff also have been 

challenged to read the 25 books in their year group. 

We recognise that by following government guidelines, 
we have limited face to face conversations, but please 
continue to email the admin inbox                           
admin@cyriljackson.towerhamlets.sch.uk  or call the 
school should you have any concerns or need to 
speak to a member of staff. We will then be able to 
pass the message on and have them call you back. 

 

STAFF UPDATE 

We would like to extend a very warm welcome to our 
new members of staff this term. These include: 

Miss Khanam who has joined the Reception 
team and is the new Class Teacher of Poplar 
class. 

Ms Strain  who has joined the Year 3 
team as the Class Teacher of Rowan class. 

The Admin team has also been joined 
by Mrs Sofina Khalique-Islam. You will have 
seen her in the South Building office. 

We must also say a huge 
congratulations to Miss Roast on 
the birth of her son Frankie. Miss 
Roast and baby Frankie are both 
doing very well. 

Parent and Carer Evenings will take place next half 
term via telephone call, and you will get an opportunity 
to find out more about your child’s learning and        
progress so far. 

I would also like to say a huge thank you to 
all of our parents and carers who attended 
my first virtual coffee morning of the year. It 
was lovely to connect with our school   
community over a cup of tea. We will look 
into how we continue to hold regular virtual 
meetings moving forward.   

We will continue to keep parents and   carers updated 
via normal school procedures e.g.  text message, 
email, website and twitter.  

I would like to take the opportunity to thank our staff at 
CJ who have worked incredibly hard this half term in 
going above and beyond to support our pupils          
reintegrate back to school life, and receive the         
curriculum offer they are all entitled to. Please stay safe 
over half term and have a lovely restful break. 
 

 

 



NEWS & INFORMATION 

LITTLE RED HEN 

Nursery made bread just like the Little Red Hen.   
Pupils mixed the ingredients and used our fists to 
knead the dough. They were very patient and waited 
for the dough to prove, then they baked it in the oven.  

WHAT IS A GOLDEN AGE? 

Year 6 have been learning about Ancient Baghdad in 
History. Pupils have been thinking about the big   
enquiry question 'What is a Golden Age?'.  

The children have been using Google classrooms to 
reflect on this question at home.  

JEANS FOR GENES DAY 2020 
On Friday 18 September, we celebrated Jeans for 

Genes Day. We all wore our jeans to help raise money 
for children with Genetic Disorders.  

 
So far we have raised £90!  

If you have not yet paid your £1 for Jeans for Genes 
Day, then please log into your Parent Pay account and 

pay your £1 donation. 

Juniper 

PEN LICENCES 

Please join me in congratulating the following pupils for 
having consistently exceptional presentation and hand 
writing across all learning. As recognition, they have 
been awarded their Pen Licences. 

 
 

Willow Cedar Willow Cedar Willow Willow 

SOUNDWAVES 
Elder class have been investigating sound this half 

term in Science. They measured   
soundwaves using a Data Logger. Pupils 

were measuring pitch and     
volume. They also       

measured whether sound    
travelled differently through 

wood, water or glass. 

WRITING TO OUR PENPALS 
Year 4 have been writing letters to their new Pen 
Pals in Singapore. The children were very excited to 
tell their Pen Pals all that they have been up to. Mr 
Crosby who used to work at CJ, now works in       
Singapore, and the children will be writing to him. 

 
 
 

Maple Maple 

PLAYGROUND BUDDIES 
Our fantastic Year 1 and Year 2 Playground Buddies are 

doing a wonderful job of keeping our playground a    
happy place to be!  

 

Cherry Tree 

Sycamore 

Cherry Tree 

Sycamore 

Birch 

Birch 



DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

 

Mon 02 Nov   First day of Autumn Term 2 

Tues 10 Nov  Individual Photo day 

Thurs 19 Nov  Flu Immunisation day R-Y6 

Thurs 26 Nov  Parents Evening Phone calls 

END OF AUTUMN TERM - Friday 18 December    

PROBLEM SOLVING 

Mulberry class have been thinking about how to 
change the ending of the story ‘The Gingerbread Man’ 

to a happier ending, so that the Gingerbread man does 
not get eaten by the fox.  

Pupils became creative problem solvers. They used 
their communication skills and critical thinking skills to 
work in collaboration and came up with these ideas; to 
build a boat, have a friendly dolphin, remove the fox 
from the story, add a kind character or build a bridge.  

After a whole 
class           
discussion they 
decided to build 
a bridge to help 
the              
Gingerbread 

Man to cross 
the river. 

NEWS & INFORMATION 

NEW PROJECTS 
South Building Entrance Extension 

 
Work will soon begin on a new entrance for the South 

Building, which will allow a safer entrance into the 
school.  

Art & DT Modular Building 
 

We are planning to build a specialist Art & DT room on 
the North Building site near the Elm Class House. We 

are very excited as once this modular is built, pupils will 
be able to access high quality resources and explore 

rich experiences. 
 
 



NEWS & INFORMATION 

SADLERS WELLS DANCE 
In PE, Cedar class have 
been lucky enough to work 
with a professional dance 
coach from     Sadler's Wells 
theatre.  
 
Pupils choreographed a 
dance based on the core 
book 'The Village that      
Vanished'.  
 
Pupils have been creating 
movements to    reflect the 
mood of the story and to 
keep rhythm with the music.   

NATURAL DYES 
Year 3 have been making their batik designs inspired 
by Volpi, a Brazilian artist, using natural 
dyes. It proved quite tricky! 
However, with 
perseverance 

they have   
produced great 

outcomes. 
 

MARY SEACOLE DRAMA WORKSHOP 
Year 2 took part in a drama workshop with Mary      
Seacole. It was incredible to have her story brought to 
life and help us further understand her character. Pupils  
really enjoyed participating in some of the scenes and 
developed confidence in their acting skills. 
 

 

CHRISTIANITY 
Year 5 have been learning about Christianity this half 

term in RE. Kate McNab from St. Anne's Church   
visited both classes to discuss what Christians believe 

about prayer. They learned what Jesus taught his  
followers by looking at the Lord's Prayer. They also 

discussed how Christians believe it is possible to pray 
at any time and in any place 

After taking notes, pupils discussed matters such as, 
does unanswered prayer mean that God doesn't care, 
and is there anything you can't ask of God? 



MAKING GINGERBREAD MEN 

Reception have been  reading the story of 
‘The Gingerbread Man’. Pupils learnt the 

story and acted it out.  

They also designed their very own       
gingerbread man, then made it and      
enjoyed eating it! 

SELF PORTRAITS 
For Black History Month, Year 1 children have been 
creating self portraits    

inspired by the story of   
Hansel and Gretel set in 

Africa, retold and          
illustrated by Rachel     

Isadora. The children used 
collage to make their    

portraits. 

NEWS & INFORMATION 

EDIBLE PLAYGROUND 

We are currently having an Edible playground installed in both the North and South Buildings, where we will be 
growing a variety of crops. This will link to our big school vision of sustainability and growing our own produce. 

Pupils will then be able to use the fruit and vegetables grown in the garden, in DT projects and lessons. 

 



GET INVOLVED - OCTOBER HALF TERM 

PUMPKIN PATCH CARVING 
City Island will be hosting a pumpkin patch and pumpkin 
carving workshops led by the highly talented mixed  
media sculptor David Bradley (AKA The Curious       
Confectioner). Workshops are suitable for those aged 5 
and over (please note an adult will need to be present 
and purchase a ticket for both child and adult) and each 
session will have no more than 6 guests; with guests 
seated in household bubbles and socially distanced.   
  
Tickets are £15 p/p and included in the ticket price is a 
Trick or Treat Box.  
This box includes a cocktail, or a non-alcoholic child 
friendly version and an array of sweet treats curated by 
onsite chocolate shop Cartografie.  
  
Residents and locals to London City Island can collect 
their own pumpkin and carving kits from the grab-and-
go pumpkin patch during opening hours.  
 
For those who prefer to enjoy Halloween from the   
comfort of their own home there will be a daily digital 
pumpkin carving class via Zoom at 7pm hosted by 
mixed media sculptor David Bradley (suitable for all  
ages).   
  
Opening hours for pumpkin patch and in person     
workshops: 11:30am-6:30pm 
  
To book your workshops visit:   
In-person workshop:  
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/122971516115   

Digital workshop:   

https://www.eventbrite.co.uke/122974184095   
  
Visitors can also stop off at recently opened onsite   
restaurant Homestead, run by Masterchef The          
Professionals Winner 2019, Sven-Hanson Britt, to  
enjoy a Halloween inspired menu.  
  
To be in with your chance of winning a treat this        
Halloween, upload your finest pumpkin carved          
caricatures to Instagram tagging and                         
following @ecoworld_uk, @Ballymore 
and #londoncityisland to win your very own London City 
Island bicycle!  
 
The winner will be announced on Sunday 1 November 
on social media platforms @ecoworld_uk, @ballymore.  

WALKING GHOST TOUR 
Thrill seekers should head down to nearby Goodluck 
Hope for the ultimate Walking Ghost Tour.   
Led by immersive actors, each tour will run for       
approximately 20 minutes, with a maximum of five 
participants each.  
 
The tours will take place on Saturday 31 October, be-
tween 6pm - 10pm. Tours from 6pm - 8pm will be 
family-friendly, while the 8 - 10pm tours will be more 
adult appropriate.  
 
Tickets cost £7p/p (includes attendance and face 
mask).  
 
To book your Walking Ghost Tour visit: https://
www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/122975504043   
  
London City Island and Goodluck Hope will be       
donating 20% of all ticket proceeds to support local 
East London charity, Caritas Anchor House.   
 
Please note workshop tickets are restricted to six   
people and will be socially distanced, plus all surfaces 
will be cleaned down and sanitized after each      
workshop. Guests on the Walking Tours will also be 
asked to remain socially distanced and face masks 
will be provided.  

This Halloween discover East London's 'spook-tacular' pop-up at City Island & Goodluck Hope. Trick or treat 
yo’ self to this year's most Insta-worthy pumpkin patch, carving workshops and walking ghost tours - all 
Covid Compliant! City Island will also be offering one pumpkin lover the chance of winning a treat this Halloween 
by uploading their finest pumpkin carved caricatures to Instagram to win a City Island bicycle.  

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/122971516115
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/122974184095
https://twitter.com/Svenhansonbritt?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/122975504043
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/122975504043
https://www.caritasanchorhouse.org.uk/

