
IN REMEMBRANCE OF RAJSHREE LAUTURIA 

Rajshree was a distinguished Chair of Governors of the 
school, and cared greatly about the education of     
children at Cyril Jackson throughout her nine years of      
service.  

She provided support to a range of leaders, particularly 
driving our  gifted and talented programme and the 
work within mathematics.  

Her unwavering support, challenge and dedication  
enabled the school to go from strength to strength and 
we are forever indebted to her for this service and  
commitment. 

Rajshree Laturia, was the epitome of human kindness, 
she had a gracious spirit and placed education at the 
heart of her voluntary work as a Governor at Cyril  
Jackson.   

We are therefore truly grateful for the donation her  
husband Shree and daughter, Shreerupa have made to 
the school enabling us to purchase a significant     
number of new books for the library and continue the 
legacy of Rajshree’s work at Cyril Jackson. 

To honour Rajshree’s service to Cyril Jackson, we 
have decided to name our school library after her. The 
library will be called ‘The Rajshree Library’.  

Enquiries: admin@cyriljackson.towerhamlets.sch.uk 

www.cyriljackson.towerhamlets.sch.uk 

020 7987 3737 

                NEWSLETTER, December 2020 

MESSAGE FROM THE HEADTEACHER 

As we come to the end of an incredible term, 
I would like to take this opportunity to look 
back   at some of the highlights of  the     
Autumn term.  

Our pupils have had a great term and settled 
back to school life exceptionally well. They 

have shown great resilience and determination in all 
aspects of the learning. Staff have worked very hard 
in planning and delivering a rich curriculum offer that 
all pupils are accessing very well. We are so proud of 
each and every one of our pupils as they progress in 
leaps and bounds to catch up and keep up with the 
age related curriculum they are accessing.   

 

 

 

 

We have had our first round of parents’ meetings 
which were all held via telephone. 
These meetings have been very        
important, as staff and parents and   
carers have been able to engage in 
meaningful discussions about how    
children have settled back and making 
progress in their learning.  

Staff have worked very hard in planning for pupils to 
access school learning as well as home learning. We 
have planned for every circumstance possible    
whereby home learning could be required, whether 
this is for an individual pupil, class closure, year group 
closure or phase bubble.  All work has been published 
on Google Classrooms for pupils to access. When 
pupils have returned back to school with their home 
learning packs, teachers have been able to assess 
their starting points and ensure a smooth transition 
back to school. I would like to remind all parents and 
carers to ensure that all pupils bring their Home  
Learning packs on their first day back from              
self-isolation.  

 

 

 



NEWS & INFORMATION 

We had three closures 
this term. Elm provision, 
Year 3 and Year 6. 
These were a real    
success and I would like 
to take the opportunity 
to thank all staff,        

parents and carers for working very hard to     
ensure that our pupils were accessing live     
learning with limited disruptions.  We have      
evaluated each of the closures, and thought about 
‘even better ifs…’ and plan to conduct sessions 
for parents and carers in the new year to support 
them with accessing remote learning. These    
sessions will be in school and COVID-19        
compliant. We will plan for parents and carers to 
bring their devices in to school, so that we can 
show them how to access Google Classrooms 
with their child’s log in details. 

 

 

We continue to work on our core values and  
learning competencies in all aspects of the school 
life. Both the core values and our learning        
competencies are threaded throughout the      
curriculum  and pupils use these to self and peer 
assess each other. We also celebrate these in our 
weekly Friday remote assemblies. Next term, our   
pupils will be deepening their understanding of 
our learning competencies by creating their very 
own descriptors for each e.g. what does critical 
thinking look like, using carefully selected story 
books as inspiration. We are very excited to hear 
their ideas as this will ensure that there is a     
common language used by staff, pupils and the 
school community. Please take the opportunity to 
talk to your children about this over the Christmas 
break. 

 

Our Cyril Jackson spirit, has really and truly  supported us 
in working together to get through a challenging yet suc-
cessful term. I would like to thank every member of our 
school community for working incredibly hard to deal with 
many of the changes that we have had to make which have 
been out of our control. I would like to end with a beautiful 
poem by Heather Reneé Adamkiewicz 

 
 

 
 
 

The Butterfly  
 

As love falls down from the sky,  
It lands on the wings of a butterfly.  
The butterfly sings its songs and rhymes,  
And flies through the air, no concept of time.  
It is the messenger of patience and change,  
From flower to flower, it's odd and it's strange.  
The butterfly can transform its world.  
And give way to new beginnings, unfurled,  
It is the keeper of transformation,  
And flies on faith and imagination.  
The butterfly has no fear of change,  
It bravely escapes its homemade cage.  
To change, it knows is necessary,  
For all the burdens we need not carry.  
The butterfly soars, and merrily sings,  
For, without change, it could never grow wings. 

Heather Reneé Adamkiewicz 

 

ACADEMISATION UPDATE  

Following the end of the consultation period, the Governing 
Body held a special meeting to discuss and review the 
questions and points raised. I would like to inform our 
school community that the Governing Body have voted to 
proceed to the next stage of due diligence.  



 

GYMNASTICS 

In PE, Rowan class began their gymnastics unit. 
They learned how to make basic shapes, and       
explored the difference between point balance (using 
small body parts) and patch balance (using large 
body parts).  

PARENT GOVERNORS 

I am delighted to introduce our three parent       
governors who were successfully appointed in   

October and will bring a wealth of knowledge and 
expertise to our school.  

Darren       Hanan          Mizan 
Southworth             Saleh   Abdulrouf 

 
 
 
 
 

STAFF UPDATE 

We are very pleased to welcome          
Shumaiya Shahnaz as the new Inclusion 
Officer. Miss Shahnaz joined CJ in        
November to cover maternity leave. 

 

We are sad to say goodbye to Miss    
Olden from the Nursery. Miss Olden will 
not be returning from maternity leave. We 
all wish her lots of luck for the future. 

STRUCTURES AND COLLABORATION 
In DT, Year 2 have been 

identifying the properties that 
make structures strong and 

stable. They placed books on 
top of a paper cylinder,      

cuboid and a triangular prism 
and recorded how many 

books each structure could 
hold before collapsing. They 

recorded the results as a tally.  
 

The children discovered that 
the weakest parts of a      

structure were the corners. 
The cylinder was the most  

stable because it didn't have 
any corners. They then made 
their own paper cylinders and 
added layers to increase the 

stiffness of the material.  
Great collaboration, Year 2!  

 

Cedar 

PEN LICENCES 

Please join me in congratulating the following pupils 
for having consistently exceptional presentation and 
hand writing across all learning. As recognition, they 
have been awarded their Pen Licences. 

 
 

DIWALI CELEBRATIONS 
Nursery learnt all about Diwali and enjoyed talking 
about fireworks. They had lots of fun making Diya 

Lamps. They used 
salt dough to shape 
their lamps and then 
painted them. They 
look fantastic, well 

done Nursery! 
 

 
 

POPPY APPEAL 
Year 6 made these wonderful poppies from felt for     

Armistice day. They donated the proceeds that they 
raised to the Poppy Appeal. 

As a school, we raised £65.00. 
Well done CJ!! 

Cedar Cedar 



DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

 

 Wed 6 Jan  First day of Spring Term 1 

 

END OF SPRING TERM 1 - Friday 12 February 

 

SCIENCE EXPERIMENTS 

Year 3 had an exciting morning with a visitor from the 
Royal Institution. Dan showed us loads of fascinating  
Science experiments using different types of power 
and electricity.  

NEWS & INFORMATION 

FACEMASK COMPETITION FINALIST 
We are very proud to         
announce that one of 

our Year 3 pupils got to 
the final round for the        

KeolisAmey Docklands 
design a facemask     

competition. Well done! 
PROBLEM SOLVING 

This term, Elm Class pupils have enjoyed 
problem solving in Maths. They have been 
exploring patterns and practising counting 

in creative ways  

WORMERY 

Children from Year 4 help to maintain the 
Year 3 wormery by scattering 
potato  peelings, cabbage and 
cauliflower onto the surface of the 
compost.  

CLUBS, CLUBS, CLUBS! 

Gardening Club has been very busy this half term. 
They cleared planters in the South building playground 
and then planted some garlic bulbs. 

Craft Club has been learning how to knit. The pupils 
have been really getting into it, with many of them 
making scarves for themselves and their friends and 
families, to help them keep warm this winter. 

 

 

 

Book Club’s first book is called Clockwork by Philip 
Pullman. They started the club by        
discussing what they think about reading. 
They then made 
predictions about 
the book will be 
about. We look 
forward to hearing 
all about it! 

THE STORY OF CHRISTMAS 

As part of their Religious          
Education learning,     

Reception had a very  
special visitor from St 
Anne’s church. They  

listened to the Christmas 
story and asked lots of 

questions.  

TASTE TESTING 

Year 5s new DT topic        
required some tasty research 
as we taste tested different 

biscuits. We thought the Rich Tea 
had a particularly loud pleasing snap 
sound when broken in two!  

HUMAN BODY 

Year 1 drew and labelled a human body for their      
Science lesson. They were correctly able to identify 

and label their heads, shoulders, arms, feet and hands. 
Well done Year 1. 

 



CHRISTMAS CRAFTS 

There have been so many wonderful pieces of artwork going up around the school. Well done to everyone! 



CHRISTMAS HOLIDAYS 

CJ Advent Calendar 
Don’t forget to check the CJ website each day to see 
which winter artwork has been chosen for the Advent 
Calendar. 

https://towerhamletstalkingtherapies.nhs.uk/ 


