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MESSAGE FROM THE HEADTEACHER 

What a great start to the year! We have had a busy and 

productive half term with pupils and staff settling well into 

their new classes and routines - a very warm welcome to all 

the children and families who have joined us this term. 

It has been a pleasure to see that, from the very start of the 

year and in both buildings, learning has been buzzing in 

every classroom, corridor and space. A huge thank you to 

our brilliant staff team for making the start of the new year 

such a positive experience for our wonderful children.  

Speaking of new beginnings, I am thrilled to see that our new 

staff members, who joined us last month, have settled in well; 

Joshua Chivers (Deputy Headteacher), Renata Carvalho and 

Jessica Stoodley (class teachers in Year 5) and Lauren 

Charlesworth (class teacher in Year 1). If you haven’t had a 

chance to meet them yet, do pop in and say hello!  Maryum 

Qureshi, a more familiar face who took up the post of Deputy 

Headteacher from 1st September, has also had a great start in 
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It is with sadness that we say farewell to the amazing Linda 

Downs as she retires this half term.  

During her incredible 23 year career serving our 

community at CJ, Linda has made a significant 

difference to hundreds of children through the 

many roles she has held . Beginning work at CJ 

at the start of the new millennium(!), she has 

worn many hats, including: classroom TA, 

specialist SEND TA (supporting our most 

vulnerable children), Speech and Language 

specialist (working with Ann), a stint as a 

MMS and latterly, providing a warm and 

welcoming first point of contact as part of the 

admin team. In addition, she has held other 

roles, including First Aider, Parent Liaison, 

Reflection Club Manager, Summer Fair Co-ordinator 

and, most importantly, Raffle Resources Manager! 

Linda means so much to so many of us at CJ; here is what 

members of our staff team said about her and what makes 

her so special: 

Fun: “You can have a really good laugh with Linda we’ve had 

so much fun over the years.  A mini cruise was mentioned, 

with all kinds of shenanigans, and a spa break too - so having 

fun, not just in school!” 

her new role. However, as we welcome 

new team members to the CJ family, 

we also say farewell to others - namely, 

the incredible Linda Downs. A full 

tribute is detailed below, but I want to 

give my personal thanks for the many years 

of hard work, dedication and commitment she has shown to 

Cyril Jackson and the wider Limehouse community. Linda has 

been the embodiment of all that is great about CJ.  She has 

not just worked in a wide range of roles over the past 23 

years, but has also gone ‘above and beyond’ for the benefit 

of the children in our care. Please join me in wishing her 

every happiness in her well-deserved retirement. Do keep in 

touch, Linda! 

Finally, a special thank you to all our dear parents and carers 

for all the support and hard work this half term. Have a restful 

half term break.  

Caring and nurturing: everyone we spoke to said this about 

you.  They said that you nurture children and adults alike.  

One colleague said, “when Linda asks you how you are, 

it’s with authentic care and genuine interest.  She 

always brings in little treats for me and orders me 

a school lunch.  She’s brilliant on the front desk 

because she’s so welcoming and warm.   

She genuinely cares about the children’s 

learning and has contributed a huge amount 

to their confidence over the years.” 

Respectful: “Relationships with children are 

always very positive and supportive, you 

always speak very respectfully to children and 

show them tremendous empathy, encouraging 

them to do their best.” 

Professional and dependable: “You can always rely 

on Linda to be calm and supportive.” 

Down to earth: “She offers fantastic advice and is very 

realistic and practical.” 

Discreet: ”If you share a confidence with Linda, she is warm 

and empathetic; you can trust her to respect your privacy and 

keep your confidence.                           Continued on page 3... 
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WHAT’S ON? 

KEY DATES:  
AUTUMN 2 2023  

 
First day of Autumn 2  Monday 30th October 
 
Nursery Parent Workshop: Wednesday 1st November 
Phonics Phase 1  
 
Black History Month Gallery Wednesday 1st November 
    
Year 6 NCMP    Thursday 2nd November 
 
Flu Vaccinations for pupils Tuesday 7th November 
 
Parent Coffee Morning  Thursday 9th November 
(inc Attendance)  
 
INSET day (SCHOOL CLOSED) Friday 10th November 
  
Fluoride Varnish Programme Tuesday 14th November 
for Nur, Rec, Year 1  
 
Nursery and Reception   Wednesday 15th November 
Visit Morning 
      
Reception: Maths at Home  Friday 17th November 
 
Nursery and Reception   Tuesday 21st November 
Visit Mornings    Monday 27th  November 
     Tuesday 28th November 
 
Parent Christmas Lunch  Tuesday 28th November 
(Nur, Rec, Year 5 & Year 6) 
 
Parent Christmas Lunch  Wednesday 29th November 
(Years 1, 2, 3 & 4) 
 
Follow up Flu Vaccinations  Tuesday 12th December 
for pupils 
 
EYFS Christmas Performance Tuesday 12th December 
  
KS1 Christmas Performance Wednesday 13th December 
   
KS2 Christmas Performance Thursday 14th December 
   
Last day of Autumn term  Friday 15th December 
(for pupils) 
 
INSET day (SCHOOL CLOSED) Monday 18th December 
  
INSET day (SCHOOL CLOSED) Tuesday 19th December 
 
Christmas holiday   Wed 20th December -  

     Tues 2nd January 
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FLU IMMUNISATION 
Flu vaccination is safe and effective and it is offered through 

the NHS to help protect people at risk of getting seriously ill 

from flu.  

The Tower Hamlet’s Vaccination Team will be coming in on  

7th November, and undertaking a follow up visit on  

12th December - to ensure that there wasn’t anyone who was 

missed on the first date.   

The team is offering all children the quick and painless nasal 

spray flu vaccine. However, there is a pork gelatine free 

alternative available as an injection.  

The vaccination is free and recommended for all school aged 

children. 

If you would like to consent, follow the link below:  

https://london.schoolvaccination.uk/flu/2023/towerhamlets 
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JEANS FOR GENES DAY 

Thank you to everyone who supported Jeans for Genes day on 

Friday 22nd September and for fundraising and contributing to 

a great cause.   

Around one in 25 children are affected by a genetic disorder. 

Jeans for Genes Day is an annual event that raises money and 

awareness for the genetic condition community to bring to 

light issues that impact them, celebrate their achievements 

and highlight the charities and organisations that support 

them.  The money raised helps to provide specialist disability 

equipment, support groups, fund projects and work with other 

charities and organisations that need funding to support 

people with different genetic conditions. 

NEWS 
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ONLINE SAFETY PARENT WORKSHOPS 

In our ongoing commitment to safeguarding, we hosted a 

series of well attended online safety workshops this term.  

This essential session provided insight into the school's online 

safety curriculum and offered guidance on how to extend 

these protections into the home environment. With the digital 

landscape continually evolving, it was important for our school 

community to come together, ensuring that our students have 

a safe and enriching online experience both at school and at 

home.  

It was great to see so many parents/carers attend. We will 

publish the video on our website for parents who were unable 

to attend. 

 

She listens with kindness and full attention.  She’s a very 

compassionate and supportive person.” 

Experienced: “When you’re with Linda, you 

feel very safe.  She’s very motherly and 

loving.” 

Talented and creative: “Linda can 

turned her hand to anything.  She can 

make a silk purse out of a sow’s ear!  

She can take any old rubbish and turn it 

into something beautiful, useful and 

delightful.  She thinks outside the box.” 

Baker extraordinaire: “She creates the most 

amazing bakes, she makes the best biscuits that I’ve 

ever eaten, I love her enthusiasm for baking, her commitment 

to our phase Bake Offs is wonderful, I really  

love her precision and her attention to 

detail when she bakes; those little individual bags she puts the 

bakes in are amazing.” 

To honour you, Linda, and your invaluable 

contribution to our school community, we 

celebrate you - a precious and 

universally respected member of the CJ 

family - in the best way we could think 

of...with afternoon tea! 

We wish you all the blessings in the 

world for your travels with your daughter 

and for your retirement.  It is very well 

deserved.  Thank you from each and every 

member of the CJ family. You will be greatly missed! 

www.cyr il jackson. towerhamlets . sch.uk  
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LEGENDARY LINDA 
From page 1... 
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EYFS TAPESTRY WORKSHOP 

Ms Lindsay led a Tapestry workshop this morning for our EYFS 

parents to support with how to access Tapestry and add 

observations to further develop and deepen learning 

experiences.  Thank you to everyone who joined us. 

YEAR 1 LOCAL ENVIRONMENT STUDY 
As part of their Geography study on the local environment, 

Year 1 pupils have been learning about the importance of 

recycling and reducing litter.  Pictured are two eager litter 

pickers in action! 

QUALITY OF EDUCATION 

YEAR 3 STONE AGE LEARNING 

Year 3 has been looking at rocks and soils and investigating 

the properties of rocks.  

We also had a stone age workshop where we listened to some 

wonderful myths from Stone Age times, learned to plait 

raffia, made jewellery and rope by plaiting and sang a Harvest 

Festival song. We also explored what nomadic hunter 

gatherers ate. 
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QUALITY OF EDUCATION 
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YEAR 5 VISIT GREENWICH OBSERVATORY 

 

 

Year 5 visited 

Greenwich Observatory 

as part of their 

learning about Earth 

and Space in Science.  

They went to the 

planetarium and 

watched a show about 

the planets within our 

solar system.  

They were able to 

explore the museum 

and look at telescopes 

and clocks through 

history. 

  

YEAR 6 COVENT GARDEN ART TRIP 
 

This term, Year 6 went on an 

art focused workshop to 

Covent Garden, in Central 

London, to explore outdoor 

art in the area.  Children were 

really impressed by the 

gargantuan window displays 

by Lizzie King, an illustrator 

and designer based in 

Hackney.  The four 10m high 

window murals were very 

impressive! 

www.cyr il jackson. towerhamlets . sch.uk  
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YEAR 5 TRIP TO THE TRANSPORT MUSEUM 

Year 5 also visited the London Transport Museum this term, 

where children had the opportunity to "Code the Capital".  

Children used their coding skills to programme trains to run 

along a track, thinking about platform stops and different uses. 
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QUALITY OF EDUCATION: YEAR 2 

DENTAL HYGIENE TALK 

We welcomed a special guest on 6th October…Dr. Chan came 

in to talk about all things teeth, hygiene and keeping our 

bodies healthy. We learnt that it’s important to brush twice a day 

for 2-minutes to help have healthy teeth and gums!  

ALIEN ADVENTURES 
We designed and described aliens to feature in our own 

version of Beegu - a reimagined story about an alien that crash 

lands on earth, a strange planet with unfriendly big ones and 

kind playful little ones! 
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Year 2 has had an action-packed half term. We journeyed back to experience life in a Victorian school, unleashed our 
creativity by designing unique aliens and writing stories about their adventures on Earth, and explored the survival 

mechanisms of animals and humans. Linked to this, we were treated to a special visit from a dentist - we learnt all about 
keeping our bodies and teeth healthy. We have also cast and started rehearsing our annual nativity - I'm Gonna Shine! 

We warmly invite you to join us in watching this KS1 performance in December. 

MARY SEACOLE VISIT 
We welcomed a special visitor, Mary Seacole, the pioneering 

nurse from the 19th century and heroine of the Crimean War! 

We learnt about her life and experiences as a nurse. 

TRIP TO RAGGED SCHOOL MUSEUM 
We travelled back in time to 28th September 1893! 
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RECEPTION LOCAL AREA WALK 

This term Reception went on a local area walk to learn more 

about our local surroundings. We saw different homes and 

familiar buildings and found lots of shapes and numbers in the 

environment - which shows that Maths is all around us! 

NURSERY 
BREAD 

MAKING 
We have been 

having lots of fun 

in Nursery this half 

term - including 

making some 

delicious bread, 

just like in the 

story we have 

been reading,  

The Little Red 

Hen! Mmmm 

tasty…it definitely 

got a thumbs up 

from us! 

RECEPTION LITERACY FUN 

We have been 

bringing our 

Literacy learning 

to life in Reception 

- by using our 

kitchen skills!  

The children have 

been reading 

Handa’s Surprise 

and learning 

about the book’s 

setting - Kenya in 

Africa.  As part of 

this, we learnt to 

speak Swahili and 

made a yummy 

fruit salad, using 

the fruit Handa 

carries in her 

basket.  

We have also 

been reading the 

classic fairytale 

The Gingerbread 

Man this term and, 

to bring the story 

to life, we 

followed a recipe 

and made and 

decorated our 

own gingerbread 

men! Fortunately 

there were no 

foxes about!! 

       QUALITY OF EDUCATION: EARLY YEARS FS 
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QUALITY OF EDUCATION: ELM CLASS 
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The children in Elm Class have had a great 

term of learning. Some of the highlights 

pictured on these pages include:  

• Independently exploring the 

equipment and environment. 

• Sharing their toys/books with adults. 

• Enjoying making a jungle scene for 

Black History Month. 

• Some of the children mastering the 

part part whole model, when it comes 

to maths. 

• Some children exploring the number 

line in maths. 

• Looking at 2-D shapes. 

• Learning about ourselves, our facial 

features, and the five human senses. 
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QUALITY OF EDUCATION: ELM CLASS 
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YEAR 2 ANKARA PATTERNS IN OIL PASTEL  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 2 has also been learning about Ankara fabric print 

designs from Central/West Africa. They have responded to 

these traditional designs, using oil pastel on A5 Sugar Paper, 

and with understanding of pattern. 

ART FOCUS 
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YEAR 2 RESPONSES TO ARTIST ABU MWENYE 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 2 has been studying the works of artist Abu Mwenye, in 

particular his paintings of the people of the Masai Mara, in 

Kenya. They then responded to the artist’s paintings, using a 

variety of paint and print techniques.  
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YEAR 6 REPONSES TO ARTIST  
LOIS MAILOU JONES 

Year 6 has been exploring the life and works of artist Lois 

Mailou Jones, who created works of art inspired by West 

African patterns and motifs, before creating collaborative large

-scale responses, using acrylic paint and Posca Pen. 

ART FOCUS 
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YEAR 3 BASQUIAT SKETCHBOOK RESPONSES 
AND FINAL PAINTINGS 

Year 3 has been learning about street artist, Jean-Michel Basquiat and 

responding to his work in their sketchbooks, before creating their final 

works of art. 
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YEAR 2 GEE'S BEND QUILTS COLLAGE 

Year 2 has been taking a look at the history of quilt making by 

the woman of Gee's Bend in Alabama, Mississippi, before 

responding using coloured card, with focus on rhythmic 

pattern.  

ART FOCUS 
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YEAR 3 ABSTRACT COLLAGES 

Year 3 has also been studying the work of artist Daniel Anselmi 

and responding by creating their own large collage paintings. 
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YEAR 5  
RESPONDING TO ARTIST 

IBRAHIM EL-SALAHI 
Year 5 has been responding to the works 

of artist Ibrahim El-Salahi, before 

responding with their sketchbooks.  

They used African sculptures as a stimulus 

for their paintings, paying special 

attention to line, shape, form and tone. 

ART FOCUS 
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CLUBS 

 
www.cyr il jackson. towerhamlets . sch.uk  

STEM DT CLUB 

 

After school clubs are up and running again!...children have 

been enjoying a range of clubs including STEM DT Club.  

STEM is an abbreviation that stands for 

Science, Technology, Engineering, 

and Mathematics. It is an 

interdisciplinary approach to 

learning where academic 

concepts are coupled with 

real-world lessons.  

Children apply their 

science, technology, 

engineering, and 

mathematics 

knowledge in 

contexts that make 

connections between the 

classroom and the world 

around them.  

In this sessions, pupils learnt 

about static energy! 

KARATE CLUB 

Year 5 and Year 6 pupils are enjoying our brand new Karate 

Club.  Karate is one of the world’s most popular martial arts. 

Developed in Okinawa, a small Island off Japan, Karate is a 

highly effective system of self-defence, and also an excellent 

form of exercise that promotes a number of life skills and 

values. Karate can improve overall health and increase 

strength, coordination, agility, balance, and endurance by 

using aerobic and anaerobic exercises simultaneously.   

We are delighted to be able to offer this introduction to Karate 

for our pupils. 
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DRAMA4ALL WORKSHOP 

EYFS and KS1 enjoyed a fun and engaging Drama4All 

workshop run by Perform For Schools as part of our 

enrichment provision. 

With the aim of bringing learning to life 

through drama, Perform For Schools is the 

primary school division of Perform -  the UK's 

leading provider of drama, dance and 

singing workshops for 4-12 year olds and we 

are thrilled to be able to offer this 

opportunity for our pupils. 

The classes focus on developing confidence and social skills in 

a fun and lively way via the performing arts - and by the look 

on our pupil’s faces, they had a great time! 

ENRICHMENT 
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YEAR 6 YOUNG CITY MAKERS  
ARCHITECTS WORKSHOP 

Year 6 pupils have been 

working closely with a local 

architect firm. They were 

tasked to redesign 

Limehouse Basin, with a 

focus on making it more 

sustainable. Cedar and 

Willow classes also went on a 

trip to Covent Garden where 

they learnt about city 

architecture and 

infrastructure, before 

creating a brilliant 

collaborative model.   
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